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had been taken to avoid resistance and bloodshed and to allow the
occupation and pacification of the territory to take place in a quiet
and orderly way.

'The French Ambassador has the honour to convey to the Minister
for Foreign Affairs in the Reich the formal Protest made by the
Government of the Republic against the measure referred to in Count
von Welczeck's communication.

'The Government of the Republic considers itself, through the
action taken against Czechoslovakia by the German Government,
confronted with a flagrant violation of both the letter and the spirit
of the Agreement signed in Munich on September 29, 1938.

'The circumstances in which the treaty of March 15 was imposed
on the leaders of the Czechoslovak Republic could not, in the view
of the Government of the French Republic, legalize the position laid
down in this treaty.

'The French Ambassador has the honour to inform His Excellency
the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Reich that the Government
of the Republic cannot in the circumstances recognize the legality of
the new situation brought about in Czechoslovakia by the action of the
Reich.1'

GEORGES  BONNET.

No. 77

M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, March 17,  1939.

ON the subject of the circumstances in which M. Hacha and M.
Chvalkovsky were constrained to sign the treaty by which the fate
of Bohemia and Moravia passed into the Fiihrer's hands, I think I
should report the following account, which I heard from a reliable
source.

During the afternoon of the 14th, the German Legation in Prague
made it known to the Czernin Palace that, in view of the deterioration
in the situation, it might be useful if the President and the Minister
for Foreign Affairs would go to Berlin.

Immediately on arrival, M. Hacha and his Minister, who were
received with military honours, were taken to the Chancellory, where
Herr Hitler, Field-Marshal Goering, Herr von Ribbentrop and Herr
Keppler were waiting for them.

The document to be signed lay waiting on the table, in its final
form, as well as a memorandum relating to the future Statute for
the administration of Bohemia and Moravia.

The Fiihrer stated very briefly that the time was not one for
negotiation but that the Czech Ministers had been summoned to be
informed of Germany's decisions, that these decisions were irrevocable,
that Prague would be occupied on the following day at 9 o'clock,